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Overview



The Often Overlook 
Record

One of the fastest growing records collections 
related to genealogy 

Things are changing rapidly in the digital 
newspaper area. 

Constant re-visits are required. 

Offering both paid and free libraries



What You Can Find In 
Newspapers



Birth Announcements



Obituaries



Marriage Announcements



Clues You Might Find

Names of the bride and 
groom 

Surname of the bride  

Name and location of 
church 

Date of wedding 

Where the couple will live

Names of the parents of 
the bride 

Biographical Information 

Members of the wedding 
party 

Pictures 



Divorces



Probate & Legal Cases



Advertisements



Military Records



Passenger Lists



Biographies



Social Notes



Be prepared for the ughs…



Digital Newspaper Sources



Genealogy Bank 
genealogybank.com

Newspaper Archives 1690–2010 

Recent Newspaper Obituaries 
1977–Today 

Historical Documents 1789–
1994 

Historical Books 1749–1900 

Social Security Death Index 
1936–2011



New York Historical Newspaper 
Collection (at fulton.com) 

fultonhistory.com/Fulton.html

over 29,140,000 
Historical Newspaper 
Pages from the USA & 
Canada 

Historical newspapers 
1795 Thru 2007 

Requires Flash



Hudson River Valley Newspapers 
http://news.hrvh.org

Historical Newspapers 
1831 to Present



The New York Times 
www.nytimes.com/ref/membercenter/nytarchive.html

The archive is divided 
into two search sets 

1851–1980  

1981–present



Newspapers.com 
www.newspapers.com

Newspapers from the 
1700s–2000s 

 Over 3,500 
newspapers across 
the US 

Millions of additional 
pages added every 
month



Chronicling America 
chroniclingamerica.loc.gov

Historic newspaper 
pages from 1836-1922 

U.S. Newspaper 
Directory to find 
information about 
American newspapers 
published between 1690-
present. 



Newspaper Archive 
newspaperarchive.com

67+ million pages and 
growing everyday! 

More than 400 years of 
papers. From 1607 to 
today!



Chappaqua Public Library 
chappaqua.advantage-preservation.com

An example of local 
library collections 

Historical newspapers 
1754-1845



Pennsylvania Civil War Era 
Newspaper Collection 

digitalnewspapers.libraries.psu.edu/

A collection of 
newspapers from the 
civil war era dated from 
February 23,1831 to 
February 14,1877.



California Digital Newspaper 
Collection 

http://cdnc.ucr.edu/cgi-bin/cdnc

This collection contains 
76,996 issues comprising 
659,335 pages and 
7,463,349 articles.



UK: The Times Archive 
www.thetimes.co.uk/tto/archive/

Historic newspaper 
pages from 1785-1985



British Newspaper Archive 
http://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk

10,429,702 pages 

383 Newspapers



TROVE Digitized Newspapers 
from Australia 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper?q=

15,849,454 pages 

152,544,726 articles 
available to search



The Boolean Search
A mu" have tool in y#r toolbox



Building Boolean Searches

Very Powerful 

Useful on Many Search Engine



Search for an exact word 
or phrase 

Use quotes to search for an exact word or set of 
words on a web page.  

“Jonathan J Beattie"



Fill in the blank

Add an asterisk or question mark within a search 
as a placeholder for any unknown or wildcard 
terms. Use with quotation marks to find variations 
of that exact phrase or to remember words in the 
middle of a phrase. 

“Yerk*”  

will work for Yerks and Yerkes



Search for either word

If you want to search for pages that may have just 
one of several words, include OR (capitalized) 
between the words. Without the OR, your results 
would typically show only pages that match both 
terms. 

“Jonathan J Beattie” Kirkcudbright or Brooklyn



Exclude a word

Add a dash (-) or “not” before a word or site to 
exclude all results that include that word.  

This is especially useful when you wish to exclude 
a certain spelling of a name 

Yerks -Yerkes 



Use Google to search 
within a site or domain

Use Google Search for site specific searches 

Get results only from certain sites or domains. For 
example, you can find all mentions of "Yerks" on 
the rootsweb.com website. 

yerks site:rootsweb.com 



Compare Searches



Search for a number 
range

Separate numbers by two periods without spaces 
(..) to see results that contain numbers in a given 
range of things like dates, prices, and 
measurements. 

“Jonathan J Beattie” 1850..1912



Bonus Tips



Phils Tips

Historical Newspapers Online Database 
http://viewshare.org/views/refhelp/historical-
newspapers-online-usa-2/ 

Use Evernote to collect your clippings! 

Don’t search for just names…


